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 The fourth largest island in the world
 Four times the size of Iowa

 Mostly located between 12˚S and 26˚S

 High rates of endemism
 >90% of plants and animals are endemic!

 Lemurs

 Many birds

 Herpetofauna, insects, and more

 Many conservation challenges related to human population

 Diverse native habitats from rainforest to spiny forest

 Unique blend of cultures: Polynesian, African, Arabian

 Fascinating history of exploration and exploitation



 NREM 496A (3 credits), spring 2018
 Instructors: Dr. Dinsmore, Dr. Wolter
 Prerequisites: recommend one Biology class
 Course registration by instructors only
 Meet weekly during the spring semester 

(lectures on topics relevant to the trip)
 Research paper on a topic of your choice
 Short presentation during the trip
 Visit Madagascar in March!















Mar 7-8 Des Moines to Antananarivo (via 
Minneapolis, Paris)

Mar 9-11 Andasibe area (national parks)

Mar 12 Return to Antananarivo, fly to 
Toliara, drive to Ifaty

Mar 13-16 Ifaty area (national parks, coastal 
area)

Mar 17 Morning near Toliara, then fly to 
Antananarivo

Mar 18 Antananarivo to Des Moines







 Weather: temps mostly between 70 and 85◦F

 Communicate in Malagasy

 Limited communication (Internet?)

 Time zone: 8 hours later than Iowa (UTC+3)



 Estimated costs:
 Expedition ($1,125)

 Airfare ($3,500)

 Insurance, shared leader, misc. ($1,175)

 Total: estimated $5,800

 Application deadline is 1 October (decision by 15 
October)
 1-page essay: “Why Madagascar for me?”

 Deposit of $500 due 30 November

 Scholarships – 1 November deadline
 Apply in GAP office (018 Curtiss)
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